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"MORMON  DYNAMO" 

"In  only  seven  years  Ernest  Wilkinson,  58,  has 
turned  B.Y.U.  into  one  of  the  largest  church- 
owned  universities  in  the  U.S.,  with  a  1957 
enrollment  of  more  than  9,000." 

This  was  the  report  in  Time  magazine,  well- 
known  American  weekly  news  magazine,  in  a 
recent  article  entitled  "Mormon  Dynamo." 

The  article  read  in  part : 

"The  big  1918  influenza  epidemic  was  at  its 
height,  and  almost  every  man  in  the  two  com- 
panies of  Students  Army  Training  Corps  recruits 
at  Utah's  Mormon  Brigham  Young  University 
had  the  dreaded  fever. 

"Among  them  was  Private  Ernest  Wilkinson— a 


short  (5ft.  5in.i,  devout  and  dedicated  boy  who 
was  then  in  his  sophomore  year  at  B-Y.U.  As 
he  prayed  for  recovery,  young  Wilkinson  made 
a  vow:  If  he  lived  he  would  do  something  great 
for  the  Lord's  university. 

"Eventually  he  more  than  fulfilled  his  vow.  In 
1950  he  took  over  as  president,  promptly 
launched  the  most  vigourous  building  programme 
the  .  .  .  B.Y.U.  had  ever  known.  In  1954  top 
Mormon  leaders  gathered  on  campus  in  Provo  to 
dedicate  not  one,  but  22  modern  buildings.  Last 
week  they  were  back  again  to  dedicate  12  more.  . 

Wilkinson  brought  in  an  Air  Force  R.O.T.C. 
(officers  training)  unit,  started  a  College  of  Phy- 
sical and  Engineering  Sciences,  a  school  of 
Nurses  and  a  College  of  Family  Living  to  teach 
coeds  and  virtues  of  Mormon  home  life. 

L.D.S.  BEAUTY 

A  Latter-day  Saint  girl  won  the  Miss  USA 
crown  in'  the  Miss  Universe  beauty  contest  last 
month  in  Long  Beach,  Calif. 

She  is  Charlotte  Sheffield,  20,  member  of  the 
Douglas  Ward  in  Salt  Lake  City.  Charlotte  is  a 
student  at  the  University  of  Utah,  and  member 
of  Lambo  Delta  Sigma  the  church  sponsored 
social  organization  at  the  university. 

PAGEANT 

The  famous  Hill  Cumorah  Pageant  was  held 
on  August  1,  2,  and  3.  This  spectacle,  held 
yearly  on  the  slopes  of  the  Hill  Cumorah,  in 
New  York,  attracts  thousands  of  summer 
visitors. 
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COMPETITIVE 


fT^HE  little  boy  who  jeers  down  the  street  after 
his  lost  friend,  "...  and  my  dad  can  lick 
yours  any  day,"  is  a  childish  caricature  of  a 
common  spirit  in  the  modern  world. 

It  seems  that  every  human  endeavour  has 
been  reduced  to  terms  of  competition,  and  a 
"champion"  declared.  The  competitive  spirit 
has  even  invaded  one  of  the  last  remaining 
symbols  of  thoughtful  relaxation  in  the  modern 
world  —  the  rocking  chair.  Newspaper  ac- 
counts some  months  ago  described  a  "World 
Champion  Rocking  Chair  Marathon"  won  by 
a  retired  farmer,  who  rocked  for  three  days. 

Perhaps  this  example  seems  a  little  im- 
pertinent, but  it  does  mirror  a  common  atti- 
tude which  has  been  developed  in  our  civilized 
world.  Men  strive  to  achieve  a  position  of 
accomplishment  and  glory,  superior  to  their 
fellow  men.  We  teach  our  children  to  idolize 
those  who  are  successful  in  quenching  their 
thirst  for  glory. 

It  seems  to  be  a  natural  instinct.  That  in- 
stinct was  Satan's  downfall.  We  are  told  in 
the  scriptures  that  he  presented  his  plan  for 
the  salvation  of  the  earth,  but  stipulated  that 
he  should  receive  the  power  and  glory  for  him- 
self. His  plan  was  rejected  because  of  his 
selfish  desire  to  achieve,  for  himself,  an  ex- 
alted position.  And  he  was  cast  away.  Now  it 
is  his  purpose  to  drag  as  many  souls  as  pos- 
sible to  his  misery.  He  does  that  through  the 
weakness  of  men  that  he  knows  best. 

The  Lord  has  said,  "For  verily,  verily  I  say 
unto  you,  he  that  hath  the  spirit  of  contention 
is  not  of  me,  but  is  of  the  devil,  who  is  the 
father  of  contention  .  .  ."  (3  Nephi  1 1 :29). 

Most  people  try  to  achieve  exaltation  and 
glory,  like  Satan,  through  the  wrong  channels. 
It  shows  in  the  smallest  things;  but  it  is 
present.  How  often,  in  conversation,  have 
you  told  a  story  which  you  considered  to  be 


sriitiT 


exceptional,  only  to  be  met  with  the  challenge, 
"Oh,  that's  nothing.  Wait  till  you  hear  what 
happened  to  me." 

How  often  have  you  witnessed  an  athletic 
event  where  goodwill  and  mutual  improve- 
ment were  sacrificed  for  the  momentary  glory 
of  winning  honours? 

How  many  families  have  placed  themselves 
in  financial  straits,  just  to  "keep  up  with  the 
Jones's?" 

How  many  feelings  have  been  bruised  by 
a  person  who  has  succeeded,  in  competition, 
to  win  honour? 

Completely  ignored  to-day  are  the  principles 
of  our  Saviour.  "...  Whosoever  will  be  great 
among  you,  let  him  be  your  minister;  And 
whosoever  will  be  chief  among  you,  let  him  be 
your  servant."  (Matthew  20:26-27.) 

Our  Lord  has  warned  that  the  strong  and 
the  wise  will  be  overcome  in  the  final  analysis 
by  the  weak  things  of  the  world.  And  the 
meek  shall  inherit  the  earth. 

We  will  be  judged  according  to  our  works 
(Revelations  20:  12)  and  not  according  to  our 
ability  to  "beat"  our  fellow  men,  for  the  Lord 
is  no  respecter  of  persons. 

There  is  an  important  factor  which  dis- 
tinguishes greatness  from  simple  genius.  Great- 
ness is  possessed  by  the  man  who  humbly 
wishes  to  share  his  talents  for  the  improvement 
of  those  around  him,  rather  than  gain  a 
pedestal  of  public  acclaim. 

In  order  to  share  his  glory  the  Lord  requires 
only  that  we  "yield  to  the  enticings  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  (put)  off  the  natural  man  and 
(become)  a  saint  through  the  atonement  of 
Christ  the  Lord,  and  (become)  as  a  child,  sub- 
missive, meek,  humble,  patient,  full  of  love, 
willing  to  submit  to  all  things  which  the  Lord 
seeth  fit  to  inflict  upon  him,  even  as  a  child 
doth  submit  to  his  father."  (Mosiah  3:   19.) 


Wherein  then  does  the  secret  of  happiness  lie?  The  Saviour  gave  us  the  key  to  it 
when  he  said :  "The  kingdom  of  God  is  within  you."  The  power  is  within  men  to 
choose  the  right  or  to  choose  the  wrong.  Happiness  is  not  an  external  condition :  it  is 
a  state  of  the  spirit  and  an  attitude  of  mind. 

— President  David  O.  McKay. 
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One  of  the  principal  reasons 
ivhich  the  Lord  hud  for  establish- 
ing his  Church  is  to  give  all 
persons  high  and  low,  rich  and 
poor,  strong  and  feeble  an  oppor- 
i  it  a  tt  y  to  associate  with  their 
fellow  men  in  an  atmosphere  of 
uplifting,  religious  fellowship. 
This  may  be  found  in  priesthood 
quorums,  auxiliaries,  sacrament 
meeting.  He  who  neglects  these 
opportunities,  who  fails  to  take 
advantage  of  them,  to  that  extent 
starves  his  own  soul. 

— President  David  O.  McKay 


OF  FRIEND  LEX  ESS 


Art  thou  lonely,  O  my  brother? 
Share  thy  little  with  another! 
Stretch  a  hand  to  one  unfriended 
And  thy  lonliness  is  ended. 

bx  President  Glen  G.  Fisher 

TN  May  25,  1957  "Picture  Post'*,  a  British 
magazine,  there  appeared  an  article  entit'ed, 
"British  Mormons  on  the  March".  An  extract 
from  this  article  presents  a  challenge  to  Latter- 
day  Saints  all  over  the  World. 

"People  who  have  been  converted  to  "Mor- 
monism"  stress  over  and  over  agam,  that  what 
attracted  them  first  was  its  friendliness.  One 
family  went  round  to  the  Church  of  England 
when  they  felt  the  Mormon  doctrine  gaining 
ground  with  them,  and  almost  begged  to  be  de- 
persuaded;  but  the  combined  efforts  of  two 
clergymen  only  convinced  them  that  the  Mor- 
mons had  more  to  offer." 

This  is  as  it  should  be  of  course.  The 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  when  accepted  and 
lived  is  very  forceful  and  produces  feelings  of 
great  happiness  and  friendliness.  People  are 
attracted  to  this  and  are  often  lead  to  investi- 
gate the  reason,  and  arrive  at  the  conclusion 
that  the  Church  is  behind  it  all.      Thev  learn 


that  the  Gospel  is  not  so  much  a  creed  or  a 
sect,  but.  .  .  "A  way  of  life." 

During  their  investigation  they  are  on  the 
receiving  end  and  are  warmed  by  the  friendli- 
ness of  the  missionaries,  other  Church  officials 
and  the  great  majority  of  the  Branch  members. 
Eventually  they  are  baptized  and  according  to 
the  order  of  the  Church,  take  their  place 
among  the  members.  It  sometimes  happens, 
however,  that  they  forget  that  now,  as  a  mem- 
ber, thev  are  no  longer  on  the  receiving  end.  but 
rather  on  the  "giving" '. 

Members  who  are  on  the  production  end  of 
friendliness  (and  you  can  only  produce  it  by 
giving  it  away)  have  very  little  time  to  become 
offended.  I  think  the  Savior  had  something 
like  this  in  mind  when  he  said;  "It  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive." 

To  me  friendliness  is  not  the  entire  answer. 
There  is  a,  warmth,  a  peace,  a  fellowship,  an 
inner  glow  that  seems  to  reach  out  and  encircle 
all  who  come  within  the  confines  of  the  Gospel. 
To  illustrate,  I  would  like  to  refer  you  to  a  re- 
cent experience  that  took  place  on  Temple 
Square.  Following  a  tour  of  this  historic  place, 
a  very  influential  labour  leader,  one  of  the 
greatest  in  America,  was  taken  into  President 
McKav's  office  for  an  interview.      He  was  ac- 
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companied  by  his  wife  and  two  daughters. 
There  was  no  posturing,  no  pretense  or  effort 
to  impress  by  President  McKay,  only  genuine 
friendliness,  interest  and  love.  After  the  inter- 
view of  an  hour,  as  this  gentleman  of  fame  and 
fortune  stood  in  the  hallway  outside  Presi- 
dent McKay's  office,  he  was  heard  to  remark; 
"I  have  lived  in  many  lands.  I  have  been  in 
the  presence  of  kings  and  presidents  and 
rulers,  but  never  have  I  felt  such  strength,  such 
an  inner  glow  of  goodness  and  mercy  and 
kindness.  1  do  not  think  our  generation  will 
produce  another  character  like  that."  His  sin- 
cerity was  made  manifest  when  he  wiped  away 
a  few  tears.  He  had  been  deeply  touched.  .  .  . 
(from  April  Conference  1957). 

That  is  what  the  Gospel  should  do  for  all  of 
us.  Perhaps  not  in  such  a  marked  degree;  but 
every  person  who  accepts  this  great  plan  of 
the  Master  should  be  filled  with  love  and  com- 
passion for  his  fellowmen. 

The  Gospel  and  the  Church  are  truly  won- 
derful and  it  should  be  our  first  concern  to  see 
that  others  have  the  opportunity  of  hearing 
and  accepting  its  glorious  principles.  The 
burden  of  taking  this  great  message  to  the 
world  falls  on  the  missionaries.  As  an  inves- 
tigator, you  may  claim  their  entire  time  and 
attention.  But  after  baptism,  then  it  becomes 
their  duty  to  pass  on  to  those  who  have  not 
heard  their  message.  Now,  as  a  new  Church 
member,  your  entire  relationship  to  the  Church 
is  changed.  Whereas  before  you  were  in  the 
position  of  a  hearer,  now  you  become  a  doer. 
Through  active  participation  you  prove  and 
test  the  validity  of  the  Gospel.  There  isn't 
time  to  become  offended  if  the  missionaries  fail 
to  call  and  visit  you.  Your  life  is  becoming 
full  and  rich  and  you  find  friendliness  and 
satisfaction  through  associating  with  your  fel- 
low members.  You  are  on  the  road  to  be- 
coming like  President  McKay,  a  true  and  faith- 
ful Latter-day  Saint. 

"A  friendly  Church?"  Have  we  found  it  so? 
If  we  haven't,  then  perhaps  we  should  do  a 
little  soul  searching.  This  oft  repeated  state- 
ment seems  to  have  application;  "We  get  out 
of  life  just  what  we  put  into  it  and  no  more". 
This  applies  also  to  the  Church. 


PRIESTHOOD  CORNER 


Henry  Ford,  the  automobile  magnate  was  once 
asked  "Who  is  your  best  friend?" 

He  thought  for  a  moment,  and  then  replied  : 
"He  is  your  best  friend  who  brings  out  of  you 
the  best  that  is  in  you." 

Lincoln  was  once  taken  to  task  by  an  asso- 
ciate for  his  attitude  toward  his  enemies. 

"Why  do  you  try  to  make  friends  of  them?  You 
should  try  to  destroy  them,"  advised  the  friend. 

"Am  I  not  destroying  my  enemies,"  Lincoln 
gently  replied,  "when  I  make  them  my  friends?" 


PRIESTHOOD 

and 

TITHING 

By  Clement  HUMAN 

( Pietermaritzburg) 

iyf"OST  of  us  realize  the  implications  of  the 
restoration  of  the  Priesthood  of  our  Lord 
to  the  world  in  these  latter  days,  but  some,  per- 
haps, fail  to  understand  its  significance  in  our 
daily  lives. 

It  is  natural  that  with  the  different  degrees  of 
individuals,  come  different  degrees  of  apprecia- 
tion of  the  Priesthood. 

Perhaps  we  could  illustrate  this  point.  It  is 
a  sad  truth  that  very  often  Priesthood  holders, 
though  aware  of  the  Lord's  commandments,  fail 
to  keep  them — for  instance,  tithing.  In  my 
humble  opinion  there  is  no  justifiable  excuse  for 
neglecting  this,  just  as  there  is  no  justifiable 
excuse  for  murder  or  thieving. 

Many  think  that  sin  is  a  question  of  degree, 
but  we  should  be  fully  aware  that  something  is 
right  or  wrong.  To  the  Lord  it  is  light  or  dark- 
ness, with  no  shadows  or  semi-twilight  shades. 

There  are  those  among  us  who  fail  to  appre- 
ciate the  basic  fact  that  tithes  consist  of  one 
tenth  of  our  gain.  Nothing  less  is  good  enough 
because  it  then  fails  to  become  tithing,  and  is 
merely  an  offering  to  the  Church. 

I  feel  that  we  tend  to  become  too  theoretical 
in  our  beliefs.  Remember,  faith  without  works 
is  dead.     This  can  be  applied  to  the  Priesthood. 

I  know  it  is  only  by  active  application  of  the 
scriptures  that  we  may  become  more  aware  of 
our  Priesthood.  Obedience  induces  a  correct 
attitude  of  mind  which  is  so  necessary  in  the 
performance  of  administrations  and  ordinances. 
This  attitude  is  humility,  or  a  realization  of  our 
weakness  and  desire  to  correct  our  faults. 

Another  thing  Priesthood  holders  must  be- 
ware of  is  taking  their  Priesthood  for  granted. 
This  is  a  dangerous  and  even  disastrous  attitude. 
Surely  the  Priesthood  is  the  greatest  gift  en- 
trusted to  Man,  to  act  in  the  name  of  the  Most 
High. 

Let  us  awake,  brethren,  and  realize  the  all- 
embracing  significance  of  our  power  when  we 
are  exercizing  it.  It  is  the  authority  which 
framed  the  heavens  and  the  earth. 
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"Doest  thou  love  life.      Then  do  not  squander 
time." 

by  HOLLY  W.  FISHER 

rpHE  day  of  a  housewife  begins.  There  is 
breakfast,  lunches  to  be  packed,  children 
readied  for  school  and  all  arranged  for  a 
family  prayer  to  begin  the  day.  It  takes  con- 
trol and  patience,  but  achievement  is  rewarded 
by  satisfaction  and  confidence  in  the  nearness 
and  reality  of  our  Heavenly  Father. 

A  bit  of  difficulty,  and  father  is  ready  to 
leave  for  work.  Then  the  housewife  is  left  in 
solitude  to  plan  her  day.  Another  day  which 
she  must  plan  to  strengthen  and  unify  her 
family. 

First  in  her  daily  routine,  she  must  straighten 
her  house  and  put  it  in  order,  so  that  her 
children  can  grow  up  surrounded  by  cleanli- 
ness and  neatness.  They  should  learn  by 
example  to  take  pride  in  their  home  and  sur- 
roundings. 

The  food  that  is  prepared  for  a  family  must 
be  attractive,  appetizing  and  nourishing;  served 
pleasantly  with  emphasis  on  pleasant  manners 
and  polite  consideration.  The  family  should 
cultivate  etiquette  so  that  they  can  be  gracious 
and  easy  in  their  social  life. 

Thus,  the  housewife  begins  her  day  as  a 
diet  it  ion,  artist  and  psycologist.  Usually,  she 
had  no  formal  training  in  these  sciences,  but  ex- 
perience is  the  best  teacher  and  by  this  she  can 
become  a  master. 

Next,  she  must  do  something  about  the  old 
curtains,  or  perhaps  the  large  chair  needs  to 
be  re-covered  and  the  room  re-arranged.  A 
vase  of  flowers  here  or  there  will  brighten 
things  up.  With  ingenuity  and  pride  in  her 
home,  the  housewife  becomes  an  interior  de- 
corator. 

At  2  o'clock  there  is  a  meeting  of  the  parent 
and  teachers'  association,  and  the  housewife 
attends  as  a  social  worker.  Bat  first  she  must 
call  on  a  new  neighbour,  and,  as  the  diplomat 
of  the  family,  apologize  for  little  Jamie  who 
broke  a  window  while  he  was  playing. 


OCCUPATION: 
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Mary  Jane  is  excited  about  her  first  formal 
ball,  and  she  must  have  a  new  dress  by  Friday, 
so  mother  the  seamstress  of  the  family,  does 
the  work  to  stretch  the  budget.  For  the  house- 
wife must  also  be  a  capable  financier  to  see  that 
the  family  means  are  put  to  the  best  use. 

Just  then,  Susan  comes  home  with  a  bad 
cold  and  headache.  The  doctor  calls  and  says 
she  has  mumps,  so  the  mother  assumes  her  role 
as  a  nurse. 

Dinner  time  is  approaching,  and  soon  father 
will  be  home,  weary  and  in  need  of  comfort 
and  peace.  The  children  must  be  taught  to 
help  in  the  preparation  of  the  meal  and  accept 
responsibility  good-naturedly.  The  dinner 
must  be  pleasant  and  relaxing.  It  is  one 
of  the  few  chances  during  the  day  that  the 
famliy  can  get  together  and  enjoy  one  another's 
company.  First,  of  course,  will  be  evening 
prayers,  as  we  pause  a  moment  to  thank  our 
Heavenly  Father  for  the  blessings  of  the  day,  to 
ask  forgiveness  of  our  weaknesses  and  seek  his 
divine  help. 

Mother  can  usually  fill  the  evening,  with  her 
family,  preparing  for  Church  assignments  or 
attending  meetings.  In  any  case  it  involves 
teaching  and  learning.  At  last  everyone  is 
tucked  into  bed  and  the  day  of  a  housewife  is 
through. 

Yes,  mother  must  be  a  help-mate  to  her  hus- 
band and  family.  She  becomes  something 
needed  and  necessary  by  all  of  the  members  of 
the  family.  Just  let  her  leave  home  for  a  short 
visit  and  see  the  results. 

Above  all  of  the  qualifications,  a  housewife 
must  be  a  master  architect —  the  planner  of  a 
beautiful  home,  the  teacher  and  trainer  of 
souls.  By  loving,  encouraging  and  assisting 
each  of  her  loved  ones  she  builds  a  monument 
to  her  selfless  devotion. 

And,  should  anyone  ask  her  occupation,  she 
would  answer  quietly,  "Oh,  I'm  only  a  house- 
wife" 
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by   ELDER    K.    L.    HADFIELD 


"And  if  ye  keep  my  commandments  and 
endure  to  the  end  you  shall  have  eternal 
life,  which  gift  is  the  greatest  of  all  the  gifts 
of  God." 

— Doctrine  and  Covenants  14:  7. 


in  itself,  for  as  James  warns  in  his  writing,  "the 
devils  also  believe  and  tremble."  (James  2:19) 
We  must  goi  one  step  further,  for  Christ  has 
counselled,  "If  any  man  will  do  his  will,  he 
shall  know  of  the  doctrine,  whether  it  be  of 
God."  (John  7:  17) 

Through  the  application  of  truth  in  our  lives, 
we  are  led  to  a  "revelation"  of  it's  divinity, 
which  we  term  a  testimony. 

It  is  this  conviction  which  motivates  a  desire 
to  conform  to  gospel  principles  and  to  endure 
to  the  end,  thus  winning  the  rewards  that  have 
been  promised  the  faithful.  This  conviction 
controls  our  faithfulness  and  thus  controls, 
also,  our  happiness  and  blessings. 

A  testimony,  being  a  combination  of 
acquired  knowledge  and  active  application  of 
that  knowledge,  is,  characteristically,  a  living 
thing.  It  must  either  grow  or  die.  If  it  is  not 
cared  for  and  nourished  it  will  dwindle  in 
strength. 

Failure  to  pray  is  often  the  first  neglect  we 
offer  our  testimonies.  This  results  in  a  weaken- 


ENDURE  TO  THE  END 


T^THY    is    it    that    some    members    of    the 
Church  fall  away  from  the  eternal  truths 
of  the  gospel  and  deny  themselves  the  greatest 
gift  of  God — eternal  life? 

There  is  only  one  answer  to  this  question. 
They  have  lost  their  testimony  of  divinity  of 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Why  is  it  that  some  saints  become  "lukewarm" 
towards  the  gospel  and  fail  to  give  active  sup- 
port to  the  Church? 

They  have  weakened  in  their  activity  because 
their  testimony  is  weak. 

What  is  this  important  factor  that  we  term 
"testimony?"  A  testimony  is  "a  statement  of 
certainty  of  belief  in  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ."  To  say  that  we  have  a  testimony  of 
the  gospel  is  to  acknowledge  that  we  have  faith 
in  God  as  the  father  of  our  spirits,  in  the  divine 
plan  of  salvation  and  in  the  divinity  of  Joseph 
Smith.     . 

A  testimony  comes  to  us  through  personal 
revelation  from  the  Holy  Ghost.  (1  Corin- 
thians 2:9-13)  This  revelation  is  received  as 
a  result  of  adherance  to  a  systematic  plan.  First 
we  must  have  a  sincere  desire,  to  gain  a  know- 
ledge of  truth.  Secondly  we  must  seek  the  help 
of  the  Lord  in  obtaining  this  knowledge,  by 
humble  prayer.  Thirdly,  we  must  diligently 
study  the  gospel  from  Church  writings.  This 
knowledge,  acquired  through  study,  is  not  suffi- 


ing  of  our  desire  to  be  close  to  God  and  we 
soon  forget  our  covenants.  Other  activities 
soon  crowd  out  participation  in  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

Satan   is  quick  to  attack  a  weakened  testi- 
mony, and  his  onslaught  is  often  fatal  to  it. 

Fault  finding  of  the  leadership  of  the  Church 
and  fellow  members  is  perhaps  the  most  com- 
mon sign  of  a  lost  testimony.  A  feeling  of 
superiority,  ending  in  ambition  for  office,  is 
also  often  evident.  Private  interpretation  of 
the  scriptures  is  often  an  accompanying  factor. 
A  withering  and  dying  testimony  is  also  re- 
cognized by  a  failure  to  live  the  command- 
ments of  God,  and  indulgence  in  those  things 
which  he  has  forbidden.  The  Sabbath  is 
broken,  tithes  are  not  paid  and  the  Word  of 
Wisdom  is  ignored. 

Soon,  the  testimony  is  gone,  and  life  of  an 
"apostate"  begins.  Perhaps  you  have  wit- 
nessed the  sadness  of  such  cases.  The  person  is 
in  a  state  of  darkness  and  becomes  sour  and  dis- 
contented. He  has  lost  the  most  precious 
possession  a  man  can  gain,  and  found  nothing 
to  replace  it.  One  is  lead  to  be  truly  sorry  for 
such  people,  when  it  is  realized  that  their  un- 
happiness  will  increase  throughout  the  eter- 
nities. 

So,  let  every  member  be  honest  with  him- 
self, and  establish  the  state  of  his  testimony. 
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"DECLARE 

WITH 

SOBERNESS" 


OLIVER  COWDERY 

FROM  WITNESSES  OF  THE  BOOK  OF    MORMON 

by    Preston   Nibley 


TN  the  year  1884  I  was  travelling  as  a 
missionary  in  Minnesota.  I  had  most 
of  the  eastern  part  of  the  state  to  myself.  I 
was  without  purse  or  scrip  and  one  night  slept 
in  a  haystack.  Next  day  I  came  to  a  city  and 
wandered  up  and  down  the  streets.  I  had  no 
money,  no  friends  and  didn't  know  where  to  go. 
I  passed  a  large  store  called  the  Emporium, 
something  like  our  Z.C.M.I.  I  was  attracted  by 
it,  but  didn't  know  why.  There  were  about 
25  teams  hitched  near  the  place,  owned  by 
farmers  in  town  on  business.  Something  told 
me  to  "Go  over  and  see  a  certain  man."  The 
street  was  full  of  people  and  I  wondered  which 
man.  Then  one  man  seemed  to  me  as  big  a.s 
three  ordinary  men.  The  spirit  whispered: 
"Go  over  and  speak  to  him!"  I  hesitated  to 
approach  this  entire  stranger,  but  the  same 
voice  came  to  me  a  second  and  third  time. 
Then  T  went. 

He  was  a  prosperous-looking  farmer  with  a 
fine  two-seated  buggy,  which  he  was  ready  to 
enter,  and  was  a  prominent  man,  I  afterwards 
learned.  Not  knowing  what  else  to  say,  1 
said:  "How  far  are  you  going?"  "Home: 
where  are  you  going?"  "I  have  no  certain 
place,  T  am  from  Utah."  "You  are  not  a 
Mormon,  are  you?"  he  asked  anxiously. 
"Yes."    "Then    God    bless    you!"    he    replied, 


reaching  out  his  arms  and  dropping  the  lines. 
"Get  into  this  buggy  as  fast  as  you  can.  When 
we  get  home  my  wife  will  rejoice  as  I  rejoice 
now ;  I  will  then  explain  all.  But  you  are 
not  one  of  these  make-believers  are  you?" 
"No,  I'm  a  real  live  Mormon  from  Utah." 

Reaching  the  home,  he  called,  "Mother, 
here's  a  real  live  Mormon  Elder."  I'm  afraid 
I  didn't  look  very  fine,  as  I  had  slept  in  a 
haystack  the  previous  night.  They  took  me 
by  the  hand  and  led  me  into  the  house.  I  was 
very  hungry  and  begged  for  something  to  eat. 
After  my  hunger  was  satisfied,  they  called  in 
their  sons  and  daughters  and  we  sat  around 
the  table.     My  new-found  friend  then  said: 

"Now,  young  man,  you  thought  it  strange 
how  I  acted  when  you  spoke  to  me.  When 
I  get  through  you  will  realize  the  importance 
of  your  coming  to  us.  When  T  was  21  years 
of  age,  I  was  working  my  father's  farm  in 
Michigan.  1  had  worked  hard  on  the  farm 
that  summer  and  decided  to  take  a  day  off, 
so  I  went  to  the  city.  Near  the  courthouse  I 
saw  a  great  many  people  assembling  and  others 
walking  that  way,  so  I  went  over  to  see  what 
was  up.  There  was  a  jam  in  the  courtroom, 
but  being  young  and  strong,  I  pushed  my  way 
close   up   to   the   centre,    where   I    found    the 
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prosecuting  attorney  addressing  the  court  and 
jury  in  a  murder  trial.  The  prosecuting  attorney 
was  Oliver  Cowdrey,  and  he  was  giving  his 
opening  address  in  behalf  of  the  state.  (After 
he  was  excommunicated  from  the  Church, 
Oliver  Cowdery  studied  law,  practicing  in 
Ohio,  Wisconsin  and  then  Michigan,  where  he 
was  elected  prosecuting  attorney.)  After 
Cowdrey  sat  down  the  attorney  representing 
the  prisoner  arose  and  with  taunting  sarcasm 
said:  'May  it  please  the  court  and  gentlemen 
of  the  jury,  I  see  one  Oliver  Cowdery  is  going 
to  reply  to  my  argument.  I  wish  he  would 
tell  us  something  about  that  golden  Bible  that 
Joe  Smith  dug  out  of  the  hill  ;  something 
about  the  great  fraud  he  perpetrated  upon  the 
American  people  whereby  he  gained  thousands 
of  dollars.  Now  he  seems  to  know  so  much 
about  this  poor  prisoner,  I  wonder  if  he  has 
forgotten  all  about  Joe  Smith  and  his  con- 
nection with  him.'  The  speaker  all  the  while 
sneering  and  pointing  his  finger  in  scorn  at 
Cowdery  in  the  hope  of  making  him  ridiculous 
before  the  court  and  jury. 

"Everybody  present  began  to  wonder  if  they 
had  been  guilty  of  making  such  a  mistake  as 
choosing  a  Mormon  for  prosecuting  attorney. 
Even  the  judge  on  the  bench  began  looking 
with  suspicion  and  distrust  at  the  prosecuting 
attorney.  The  prisoner  and  his  attorney  be- 
came elated  at  the  effect  of  the  speech.  People 
began  asking,  'Is  he  a  Mormon?'  Everybody 
wondered  what  Cowdery  would  say  aginst 
such  foul  charges. 

"Finally  Oliver  Cowdery  arose,  calm  as  a 
summer  morning.  I  was  within  three  feet  of 
him.  There  was  no  hesitation,  no  fear,  no 
anger  in  his  voice,  as  he  said:  'May  it  please 
the  court,  and  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  my 
brother  attorney  on  the  other  side  has  charged 
me  with  connection  with  Joseph  Smith  and  the 
golden  Bible.  The  responsibility  has  been 
placed  upon  me,  and  I  cannot  escape  reply 
Before  God  and  man  I  dare  not  deny  what  1 
have  said,  and  what  my  testimony  contains  as 
written  and  printed  on  the  front  page  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon.  May  it  please  you  honour 
and  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  this  I  say,  I  saw  the 
angel  and  heard  his  voice — how  can  I  deny  it? 
It  happened  in  the  daytime  when  the  sun  was 
shining  bright  in  the  firmament ;  not  in  the 
night  when  I  was  asleep.  That  glorious  mes- 
senger from  heaven,  dressed  in  white,  standing 
above  the  ground,  in  a  glory  I  have  never  seen 
anything  to  compare  with — the  sun  in- 
significant in  comparison — and  this  personage 


told  us  if  we  denied  that  testimony  there  is 
no  forgiveness  in  this  life  nor  in  the  world  to 
come.  Now  how  can  1  deny  it — I  dare  not ; 
1  will  not !" 


The  man  who  realted  this  to  me  was  a 
prominent  man  in  that  state  ;  he  was  a  rich 
man,  a  man  who  has  held  offices  of  trust  from 
the  people — a  man  of  respect,  one  when  you 
look  into  his  face  you  will  not  doubt.  To 
strengthen  his  statement  this  man,  who  knew 
nothing  of  "Mormon"  history,  said  Oliver 
Cowdery  mentioned  something  he  wanted  me 
to  explain — that  the  angel  took  back  a  part 
that  was  not  translated.  We  know  this  and 
that  part  of  the  golden  plates  then  withheld 
will  be  revealed  at  some  future  time. 

"Since  I  heard  Oliver  Cowdery  speak,"  con- 
tinued my  host,  "I  have  not  had  peace  for  these 
many  years.  I  want  to  know  more  about  your 
people.  I  felt  when  J  listened  to  Oliver 
Cowdery  talking  in  the  courtroom  he  was 
more  than  an  ordinary  man.  If  you  can  show 
us  that  you  have  what  Oliver  Cowdery  testified 
to,  we  shall  all  be  glad  to  receive  it,"  (related 
by  Judge  C.  M.  Nielsen  of  Salt  Lake  City. 
Published  in  the  "Liahona"  on  August  30, 
1910.) 


"ENDURE"  (continued  from  page  119) 

Is  your  testimony  "lukewarm?"  Are  you  on 
the  road  to  disappointment  and  sorrow?  Do 
you  decide;  "Choose  you  this  day  whom  ye  will 
serve.  ...  as  for  me  and  my  house,  we  will 
serve  the  Lord." 

Gain  a  desire  for  knowledge.  Satisfy  it  by 
prayerful  study.  And  maintain  it  by  thought- 
ful application  of  Christ's  teachings  in  our  lives. 
Only  in  this  way  can  we  preserve  our  testimony 
and  bring  into  our  lives  the  abundance  of  joy 
that  has  been  promised  to  us.  Contrast  the 
security,  joy  and  satisfaction  of  a  righteous 
member  of  the  Church,  with  the  sour  unhap- 
piness  of  an  apostate. 

Remember  these  words. of  the  Saviour  al- 
ways: 

"Pray  always,  lest  you  enter  into  temptation 
and  lose  your  reward.  Be  faithful  unto  the 
end  and  lo  I  am  with  you.  These  words  are 
not  of  man  nor  of  men,  but  of  me,  even,  Jesus 
Christ,  your  Redeemer,  by  the  will  of  the 
Father." 

—(Doctrine  and  Covenants  31 :  12-13) 
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THE  MEMBERS  and 

the  MISSION 


DURBAN  BRANCH 

Meetings:   144  Silverton  Road;  phone  49369. 
Branch  President:  J.  M.  Jakins,'  phone  81290. 
Branch  Reporter:  Joyce  Wahlburn. 

The  highlight  of  our  branch  activities  for  July 
was  the  M.I. A.  Festival  and  Convention  held  on 
July  3  and  4.  Preparing  and  performing  in  the 
festival  was  a  lot  of  fun  for  all  those  who  took 
part,  and  we  appreciated  the  criticism  of  the 
adjudicators  and  the  experience  we  gained. 
President  and  Sister  Fisher  with  their  family, 
and  Sister  Paxman,  mission  supervisor  of  the 
Y.W.M.I.A.  visited  with  us  on  the  occasion. 

On  July  8  a  sports  day  and  picnic  sponsored 
by  the  Sunday  School  was  held  at  Montclair 
Park.  The  weather  was  perfect  and  everyone 
had  a  pleasant  time. 

A  successful  square  dance  and  braaivleis,  in 
aid  of  the  building  fund,  was  held  on  the  tarmac 
of  our  chapel  grounds  on  July  30.  Sister  Jakins 
provided  the  music  and  Elder  Butler  did  the 
calling. 

On  July  17  Sister  Grace  Barry  was  presented 
with  a  small  gift  on  behalf  of  the  branch  as  a 
farewell  gift.  Sister  Grace  left  for  England  and 
Canada  on  July  25. 

There  is  one  horse  on  the  South  Coast  Road 
who  will  beware  of  scooters  in  the  future. 
Brother  Clifford  Schubach  had  a  collision  with 
one  recently  and  received  several  face  injuries. 

We  wish  to  convey  sincere  condolence  to  Mrs. 
Volker  and  her  family  on  the  death  of  their  son 
who  was  killed  in  an  accident.  At  the  request 
of  Mrs.  Volker,  the  funeral  was  conducted  by 
our  branch  president  and  the  missionaries  here- 

It  would  be  impossible  to  mention  the  many 
visitors  who  have  visited  Durban  during  the 
recent  holiday  season — but  they  are  all  most 
welcome. 


LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

Meetings:   121  "F"  Ave.,  Luanshya. 
Branch  President:  Douglas  Charsley. 
Branch  Reporter:  Jeanne  Charsley. 

During  the  month  Brother  Willem  van 
Deventer  went  on  a  very  successful  hunting  trip. 
We  are  glad  to  welcome  him  back. 

Sister  Aletta  Terblanche  met  with  an  accident 
while  chopping  wood.  She  is  now  in  hospital. 
We  wish  her  a  speedy  recovery. 


BENONI  BRANCH 

Meetings:    Masonic  Hall,   Am  phi  11   Ave.,   Benoni. 


Priesthood,    Relief    Society    and    M.I. A.    in    Girl 
Guide    Hall,    Boksburg  on   Wednesday  even- 
ing. 
Branch  President:  J.  H.  Adendorff. 
Branch  Reporter:   Ann  Coetzee. 

Our  numbers  have  been  reduced  since  Sister 
Judy  Coetzee  left  for  Northern  Rhodesia  and 
Sister  Jean  McGill  left  for  Cape  Town  to  begin 
her  mission.  We  are  sorry  to  see  them  go,  but 
wish  them  the  best  of  luck. 

We  are  back  to  normal  in  the  M.I. A.  pro- 
gramme after  the  rush  and  excitement  of  the 
variety  festival  are  over.  Congratulations  go  to 
Brother  Adendorff,  Brother  Bert  and  Sister 
Margaret  Coetzee  for  their  hard  work  in  festival 
arrangements. 

A  branch  conference  was  held  on  Sunday 
evening,  July  21.  The  district  presidency 
attended.  Brother  T.  W.  Smith  and  Brother 
Johann  Brummer  gave  exceptional  talks. 


PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Meetings:   Sanlam  Building,  Corner  of  Andries 

and  Pretorius  Streets. 
Branch  President:  Lionel  Bibb. 
Branch  Reporter:   Sheila  Bibb. 

The  M-I.A.  held  a  surprise  party  for  Elder  R. 
L.  Nelson's  21st  birthday  on  July  4.  Everyone 
present  enjoyed  a  delightful  evening  of  games 
and  refreshments. 

Most  of  the  branch  travelled  to  Ramah  on 
July  6  to  take  part  in  the  variety  festival.  The 
branch  did  much  better  than  they  expected  to 
do. 

The  Richard  family,  Sister  Terblanche  and 
Sister  Rautenbach  are  all  away  on  holiday  in 
Durban.  We  hope  they  are  enjoying  the  good 
weather  there. 

At  Relief  Society  on  July  16  a  farewell  social 
was  held  for  Elder  K.  G.  Furgason  who  is  leav- 
ing for  home.  He  has  been  a  willing  worker  in 
the  branch. 

M.I.A.  on  July  18  was  in  the  form  of  a  musical 
evening.  We  heard  something  of  the  life  of 
Tschaikovsky  and  listened  to  music  from  his 
famous  ballets.  Swan  Lake  and  the  Nutcracker 
Suite. 


KRUGERSDORP  BRANCH 
Meetings:  Krugersdorp  Town  Hall  Lecture  Room. 
Branch  President:  Deryck  Vice;  phone  660-6232. 
Branch  Reporter:   Sister  M.  Vice. 

The  M.I.A.  variety  festival   occupied   most  of 
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our  waking  and  sleeping  hours  this  month.  Our 
hard  work  in  preparation  was  rewarded  by  a 
successful  presentation  at  Ramah  recreation 
hall  on  July  5  and  6.  Our  producer,  Sister  D. 
J.  Sawyer,  deserves  special  mention  for  her  fine 
efforts  in  whipping  us  into  shape  at  such 
short  notice.  The  road  show  and  the  quartette 
were  perhaps  the  most  successful  items. 

We  are  happy  that  two  of  our  members,  Sister 
Hamilton  and  Sister  Greer,  are  now  out  of 
hospital. 

A  very  serious  accident  occurred  when  little 
Frankie  Rowe,  18-month-old  baby  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Rowe,  was  badly  burned.  The  prompt 
administration  by  the  elders  prevented  the 
injury  from  being  fatal,  and  the  Transvaal  Dis- 
trict have  united  in  prayers  for  a  safe  recovery 
of  the  small  babe.  The  tot  is  still  on  the  danger 
list  but  improvement  has  been  noted. 

A  district  wide  celebration  was  held  by  two 
proud  parents  who  held  a  social  in  Jubilee  Hall 
on  June  22  for  Desiree  Vice's  first  birthday. 


An  interesting  trip  was  made  by  several  of  the 
branch  members  to  the  Mazoe  Citrus  Estate-  It 
included  a  visit  to  the  factory. 


BULAWAYO  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Boy  Scout  Headquarters,  8th  Ave„  off 

Lobangnla  Str. 
Branch  President:  Elder  H.  D.  Boucher;  phone 

5922. 
Branch  Reporter:   Marjorie  Paterson. 

A  new  member  has  joined  our  branch.  Sister 
Paterson  gave  birth  to  a  lovely  baby  daughter 
on  June  22.    Both  are  doing  fine. 

Sister  Isaac  has  had  to  have  an  operation  this 
month,  but  she  is  doing  very  well  now. 

A  branch  party  was  held  on  June  29  and  those 
who  attended  had  an  enjoyable  evening.  Movies 
were  shown  and  games  were  played. 

We  wish  to  congratulate  Brother  Walter 
Jubber  and  Brother  Trevor  Fourie  for  receiving 
Aaronic  Priesthood  awards  for  the  past  year. 

We  were  pleased  to  see  Brother  and  Sister 
Frost  who  were  down  her  on  a  holiday  visit 
from  Salisbury  over  the  Rhodes  and  Founders 
holiday.  We  also  welcomed  Brother  Andy 
Fourie  and  his  family  from  Cape  Town.  Both 
Brother  Frost  and  Brother  Fourie  have 
addressed  us  in  meetings.  Sister  Mary  Dean 
from  the  Bellville  Branch  attended  our  Sunday 
School  during  her  short  stay  here  before  she 
left  for  Umtali.  We  always  appreciate  these 
visits. 

Elder  Boucher  and  Elder  Butler  went  on  a 
trip  to  Fort  Victoria  and  visited  with  Mr.  and 
Sister  Thompson  and  family,  and  Brother  Ron 
Robbins. 

We  again  extend  our  greetings  to  the  rest  of 
the  mission. 


SALISBURY  BRANCH 

Meetings:    Queen  Elizabeth  School,  Music  Hall, 

Moffat  Street,  Salisbury. 
Branch   President:    Elder    L.    E.    Dahl;     phone 

44936. 
Branch  Reporter:  Mary  Maxwell. 

We  have  pleasure  in  welcoming  Sister  Trotter 
to  our  branch  from  England.  We  are  grateful 
for  the  continued  increase  in  our  membership. 

We  have  had  many  out  of  town  visitors  to 
our  services,  among  them  Brother  and  Sister 
Andy  Fourie  from  Cape  Town;  Sister  Marv 
Dean  from  Bellville;  Brother  and  Sister  Storey 
and  Sister  Palmer- Jones  from  Umtali  and 
Ron  Robbins  from  Fort  Victoria. 


SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Meetings:    23  Eleventh  Street,    Springs. 
Branch  President:  H.  deC.  Hugo;  phone  56-5098. 
Branch  Reporter:  N.  C.  van  Niekerk. 

The  branch  was  saddened  this  month  by  the 
death  of  Sister  Cora  (Mom)  Futter,  who  passed 
away  after  a  lengthy  illness. 

Sister  Futter  was  always  an  ardent  supporter  of 
church  activities,  especially  the  Relief  Society. 
For  many  years  she  donated  the  flowers  to 
beautify  the  chapel.  She  was  well  respected  in 
the  community  for  her  work  during  the  troubled 
days  of  the  last  war. 

Brother  Norman  G.  Muir  conducted  the 
funeral  service.  The  Elder's  chorus  sang  "Oh, 
My  Father."  Pall  bearers  included  the  mis- 
sionaries and  some  of  the  close  relations.  A 
large  cortege  was  tribute  to  the  popularity  of  a 
noble  woman.  The  funeral  took  place  on  July 
13.  Elder  W.  R.  Wright  dedicated  the  grave. 
Our  sincere  sympathy  goes  to  those  bereaved. 

On  June  29  Brother  John  Troskie  and  Sister 
Peggy  Zangerhaus  produced  a  variety  concert. 
There  was  boxing,  wrestling,  a  song  by  the 
junior  Sunday  School,  a  comic  mannequin 
parade,  a  square  dance  by  the  M.I.A.  members, 
a  piano  duet  and  solo,  and  several  songs  by  the 
elders'  quartette. 

A  number  of  members  from  Ramah  attended 
this  evening. 

On  tour  through  Kruger  National  Park  this 
month  were  District  President  I.  C.  Louw  and 
Brother  John  Jubber  and  his  family. 

Brother  Duggie  Hulbert  and  his  family  spent 
a  holiday  touring  Swaziland. 

M.I.A.  members  participated  in  the  Transvaal 
District  Variety  Festival  at  Ramah  on  July  6 
and  7.     They  did  very  well. 

We  were  happy  to  have  visiting  with  us  again 
Brother  and  Sister  Wilson  during  the  month. 
Brother  Wilson  was  a  speaker  at  our  sacrament 
services  on  July  14. 

On  July  16  the  Relief  Society  sponsored  a 
very  successful  progressive  dinner  which  raised 
a  large  sum  of  money  for  their  organization. 
Brother  Ronald  Louw  and  Brother  Kenneth 
Armstrong  presented  a  very  successful  humor- 
ous skit  on  this  occasion. 


MOWBRAY   BRANCH 

Meetings:  "Cumorah,"  Main  Road,  Mowbray. 
Branch  President:  Alwin  Hubert;  phone  45275. 
Branch  Reporter:   Beatrice  E.  Smith. 

An  evening  of  dancing  on  June  28  set  the 
month  off  to  a  gay  start.  We  congratulate  the 
Junior  M.  Men  and  Gleaners  for  arranging  this 
lovely  evening. 

We  welcome  Brother  Dan  Cherrett  and  his 
family  who  are  spending  a  holiday  in  the  Cape. 
Brother  Clarence  Muir  and  Sister  Lesley  Gow 
.  visited  us  from  the  Transvaal.  The  Milne 
family  were  also  "Cumorah"  visitors  from 
Bloemfontein  when  they  came  to  fetch  Bernard 
at  the  end  of  his  mission. 

It  was  interesting  and  pleasant  to  meet 
Brother  Lloyd  of  Salt  Lake  City  who  visited  the 
Union  with  the  United  States  Trade  Commis- 
sion. 
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Brother  Herman  Hubert  has  entered  a  nurs- 
ing home  in  GraafT-Reinet  where  he  is  inn  in- 
going treatment. 

The  branch  said  farewell  to  Sister  Paxman 
and  Sister  Moore  who  left  for  Canada  on  July 
12.  Sister  Rosemary  Steen-Neilssen  has  gone  to 
live  in  Johannesburg. 

We  welcome  Elder  Andre  Naude  who  has 
come  to  Cape  Town  from  his  home  in  Natal  to 
start  a  mission. 

Brother  Martin  Rayner  has  had  to  undergo 
an  operation  for  the  removal  of  his  tonsils. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  Gilbert  and  Sister 
Joan  Osborne  whose  little  daughter  was  born  on 
July  9. 

The  Geldenhuys  family  spent  a  brief  holiday 
with  Brother  Clyde  Geldenhuys  in  Kimberley. 
Sister  LaVerne  Park  spent  the  long  week-end 
in  Port  Elizabeth.  We  welcome  back  Sister 
Zoraida  Williams  who  has  been  away  on  a 
genealogical  trip. 

Jean  Oosthuizen,  daugther  of  Sister  Julia  and 
Mr.  Oosthuizen  and  grand-daughter  of  Sister 
Vigus,  was  blessed  on  July  7. 

On  July  14  we  heard  fine  talks  from  our  two 
new  South  African  missionaries,  Elders  Don 
Harper  and  John  Scheltema. 

The  Relief  Society  visiting  teachers,  who  have 
achieved  one  hundred  per  cent,  for  two  months 
in  a  row,  were  entertained  at  a  supper  by  their 
leader,  Sister  Agnes  Hubert,  on  July  18. 

During  the  course  of  their  party,  Brother 
Alwin  Hubert  and  Brother  Alvin  Park,  while 
fixing  some  lights  in  the  church  hall  descended 
from  on  high  when  their  ladder  collapsed.  For- 
tunately there  was  nothing  worse  than  bumps 
and  bruises- 

During  her  visit  to  Cape  Town  Lynette 
Cherrett  had  her  important  8th  birthday  on 
July  14  and  was  baptized  the  same  day. 

Prom  Salt  Lake  City  comes  the  news  that 
Sister  LaVon  Halse  has  graduated.  We  con- 
gratulate her. 

July  and  pioneers  —  these  two  are  always 
associated  in  Mormon  minds  and  hearts.  The 
M.I.A.  social  on  July  23  dealt  with  is  theme. 
Elder  LeBaron  and  Elder  Asplund  told  us  stories 
of  their  forebears  who  had  trekked  across  the 
plains.  After  refreshments  everyone  joined  in 
some  square  dancing. 

We  welcome  Brother  Bernard  Milne  who  has 
come  to  live  and  work  in  Cape  Town. 

To  mark  the  end  of  recess,  the  Relief  Society 
held  an  opening  social  on  July  25.  Husbands 
were  invited.  The  sisters  worked  hard  and  pre- 
sented a  lovely  evening.  Sister  Ivy  Fourie  re- 
ceived the  guests  and  Brother  Chris  Brown 
acted  as  master  of  ceremonies. 

Special  awards  were  given  to  Brothers  Alwin 
Hubert  and  Brother  Frank  Fourie  who  were 
honoured  as  "honorary  Relief  Society  Visiting 
Teachers.  Brother  Alvin  Park  received  the 
degree  of  "Relief  Society  Handicraft  Sister." 

Brother  Sidney  Newton,  who  has  been  away 
at  A.C-F.  camp  during  the  month,  has  returned. 


RAMAH  BRANCH 

Meetings:  1  Hunter  Street,  Highlands,  Johannes- 
burg. 
Branch  President:  K.  B.  Chater;  phone  45-5575. 
Branch  Reporter:  Dorothy  Hamilton. 

New  Ramah  Is  gradually  becoming  ship-shape. 
The  builders  have  completed  the  outside  work, 


and  the  members  have  been  preparing  the 
gardens.  Members  have  also  been  industriously 
building  benches  for  the  Junior  Sunday  School. 
The  wall  vases  in  the  chapel  and  the  tntrance 
The  wall  vases  in  the  chapel  and  the  entrance 
late  the  sisters  concerned  on  their  beautiful 
floral  arrangements. 

The  M.I.A.  variety  festival  held  at  Ramah 
on  July  5  and  6  was  well  attended.  Gary  Fisher, 
Sister  Carma  Paxman  and  Elder  T.  Asplund 
acted  as  adjudicators.  President  and  Sister 
Fisher  also  attended  the  festival  and  our  Sun- 
day morning  service. 

Ramah  is  very  proud  to  have  been  awarded  ex- 
cellent for  all  entries.  Sister  Hilda  Wallace,  sister 
Maria  Wallace  and  Sister  M.  Kelly  formed  a 
delightful  trio.  Sister  Signe  Thompson  sang 
and  Sister  Olive  Wallace  played  a  piano  selec- 
tion. The  play  and  road  show  were  both  very 
successful. 

Hats  of  all  shapes,  sizes  and  colours  were  to 
be  seen  at  the  M.I.A.  Hat  Dance.  The  judges 
had  a  very  difficult  time  deciding  which  was  the 
best,  and  after  much  consideration  Sister 
Tewsen's  picture  hat  and  Brother  Tewsen's  car- 
rot top  won  the  prizes. 

We  welcome  Sister  Anatasia  Van  Doros  from 
Durban.  Brother  and  Sister  Vincent  Ganter 
and  son,  from  Edmonton.  Alberta,  Canada; 
Brother  and  Sister  Albert  Ninow  and  Yvonne 
from  Cape  Town  and  Sister  Grant  from  Queens- 
town. 

Vincent  Ganter  showed  us  some  excellent 
slides  on  Canada  and  the  United  States  at  an 
M.I.A.  fireside  evening. 

A  lively  discussion  on  Relief  Society's  future 
Sunday  evening  programme  took  place  at  our 
work  evening  on  July  11. 

There  were  nine  infants  blessed  on  Sunday. 
July  14.  It  is  a  real  pleasure  to  see  the  branch 
growing  so. 

We  are  proud  to  announce  that  Brother 
Clive  Nicholls  has  been  called  on  a  mission.  He 
is  the  first  from  this  branch  in  many  years,  and 
we  hope  that  more  will  follow  in  his  steps  ■ 

Sunday,  July  7.  was  handed  over  to  the 
branch  presidency.  Brother  Wrench  gave  an 
interesting  talk  on  the  keeping  of  church 
records.    Brother  and  Dell  and  Brother  Chater 


August,   1957. 


CUMORAHS   SOUTHERN   MESSENGER 


L25 


also  gave  interesting  talks. 

Sister  Dell  is  quite  ill,  and  we  all  pray  that 
her  health  will  be  restored.  Sister  Barnes  and 
Sister  van  Niekerk  are  recovering.  It  is  pleas- 
ant to  see  them  back  at  meetings. 

A  record  number  of  115  attended  the  evening 
service  on  Sunday,  July   14. 


PIETERMARITZBURG    BRANCH 
Meetings:     Y.M.C.A.,    corner     Longmarket     and 

Buchanan  Streets. 
Branch     President:     R.     M.     Morrissey;     phone 

29040. 
Branch  Reporter:   Joyce  Morrissey. 

On  July  7  the  Sunday  School  took  over  the 
evening  sacrament  service.     The  children  sang 


STATISTICS    .   .   .   . 


ORDINATIONS 

NAUDE,  Andries  Jan  G.  (Durban)    by  Glen  G. 

Fisher  June  2,  1957— Elder. 
ERASMUS,  Walter   Otto   (Durban)    by  Glen  G. 

Fisher  June  2,  1957— Elder. 
PIENAAR,    Zacharias    Johannes    (Pretoria)    by 

Kenneth  G.  Furgason,  June  30,  1957 — Teacher. 
LION  CACHET,  Jan   (Pretoria)   by  John  Larry 

Nelson,  June  30,  1957— Teacher. 
MORISON,     William     Archibald     (Ramah)     by 

Kenneth  Sutherland,  July  7,  1957, — Teacher. 
DELL,  Gordon  Ross  (Ramah)  by  Glen  G.  Fisher. 

July  7,  1957— Elder. 
PARKIN,   Herbert  Daniel    (Welkom)    by   Harold 

F.  Jensen,  July  15th  1957— Priest. 

MARRIAGE 

ANNA  Sophia  Els  to  Gert  Cloete  on  June  15  at 
Springs. 

ARRIVALS 

MR.   &  MRS.  KEITH  VALENTINE  HEBDITCH 

from  Leeds,  England  to  Springs  Branch. 

BAPTISMS 

WILLSON,  Donald  Jonathan  (Durban)  E.  Ray 
Gordon  Willson  C.  Andre  Jan  G.  Naude.  .  .  . 
June  16,  1957. 

JAMES,  Veronica  Anne  (Durban)  B.  Derril  C. 
Butler  C.  Joseph  M.  Jakins;  May  25,  1957. 

GRANTHAM,    Charimion    Patricia   Eileen    Fitz- 

simons  (Pietermaritzburg)  B.  Grant  D.  Beazer 
C.  Mark  Merrill.  .  .  .  June  16,  1957. 

GRANTHAM,  Walter  Gordon  (Pietermaritzburg) 
B.  Grant  D.  Beazer,  C.  Mark  Merril.  .  .  June  16 
1957. 

ROBERTS,  Glynis  Honor  Lucille  (Pietermaritz- 
burg) B.  Grant,  D.  Beazer,  C.Mark  Merrill.  .  . 
June  16,  1957. 

BLESSINGS 

GRANTHAM,  Ruary  Gordon  (Pietermaritzburg) 
B.  Grant  D.  Beazer  June  23/57. 

GRANTHAM,  Walter  Kevin  Patrick  (Pieter- 
maritzburg)  Grant,  D.  Beazer  June  23/57. 


and  recited  passages  of  scripture.  It  was  a 
lovely  service. 

We  held  a  cake  sale  on  July  13  and  it  was  a 
big  success. 

Also  on  July  13  we  held  our  first  M.I.A.  meet- 
ing..    The    elders   showed   us  some   films. 

Elder  Butler  and  Elder  Harker  visited  Pieter- 
maritzburg during  the  month  and  tracted  with 
the  missionaries. 

Brother  and  Sister  van  Coller  and  their  four 
sons  visited  us  from  Durban  on  Sunday,  July 
21.  Both  Brother  and  Sister  van  Coller  spoke 
to  us.  We  are  always  very  happy  to  have  visi- 
tors from  other  branches. 


PORT    ELIZABETH    BRANCH 

Meetings:  40  Prospect  Road,  Walmer. 
Branch  President:  C.  R.   Doller;  phone  7620. 
Branch   Reporter:    Madge  McHugh. 

The  variety  festival  has  come  and  gone,  and 
a  sigh  of  relief  was  given  by  everyone  concerned 
when  it  was  finished.  We  were  pleased  to  wel- 
come President  Fisher,  his  family  and  Sister 
Carma  Paxman,  mission  supervisor  of  the 
Y.W.M.I.A. 

Elder  Burbank  entertained  the  audience  while 
we  waited  for  the  adjudicators  to  arrive.  Larry 
Kozak  played  an  accordian  solo,  Brother  Eric 
Everton  played  on  his  mouth  organ,  Brother 
Liston  gave  a  novelty  number  and  Mrs.  Barnett 
sang  a  solo.  We  thank  these  artists  for  their 
work. 

The  one-act  play  was  called  "Boyfriend  to 
Dinner."  The  cast  included  Elder  K.  G.  Wood, 
Sister  Mavis  Scheckle,  Sister  Madge  McHugh, 
Brother  C.  R.  Doller,  Eric  Everton,  Brenda 
Smith,  Len  Griffiths  and  Brother  Ernest  Doller. 
The  play  tells  the  story  of  a  young  girl,  whose 
plans  backfire  when  she  tries  to  get  rid  of  her 
family  and  have  her  boyfriend  to  an  impressive 
dinner.  Everything  turns  out  well  in  the  end, 
though. 

After  the  programme  adjudications  were  given 
and  refreshments  were  served.  None  of  the  cast 
of  the  play  had  been  on  the  stage  before,  but  they 
all  enjoyed  themselves  and  the  results  were 
good. 

On  Sunday  the  usual  services  were  held,  but 
we  had  a  special  M.I.A.  convention  in  the  after- 
noon. 

Saturday,  July  20,  the  Sunday  School  held  a 
talent  night  and  it  was  enjoyed  by  all. 


OBITUARY 

With  deep  sadness  we  announce  the  death 
of  one  of  the  stalwart  members  of  the  South 
African  Mission  and  Springs  Branch,  Sister 
Cora  "Mom"  Futter. 

Sister  Futter  passed  away  in  Johannesburg 
on  July  1 1 . 

She  will  dwell,  however,  in  the  memories  of 
those  missionaries  and  members  whom  she  im- 
pressed with  her  big  heart  and  strong  faith. 
We  are  sure  that  those  who  were  close  to  this 
good  sister  will  find  comfort  in  the  assurance 
that  her  reward  will  be  great. 
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ELDER  A.  W.    HAMILTON 


DEPARTURES 


Elder  A.  W.  Hamilton  and  Elder  K.  G.  Furga- 

son  left  from  Durban  on  July  25  for  their  homes. 
Elder  Hamilton  is  from  Fort  McLeod,  Alberta. 
He  worked  in  Cape  Town,  Durban,  East  Rand 
and   West   Rand   districts. 

Elder  Furgason  is  from  Lethbridge,  Alberta. 
He  worked  in  the  West  Rand,  East  Rand,  Natal 
and  Pretoria  districts.  He  was  supervising  elder 
of  the  Pretoria  district  when  he  was  released. 


ARRIVALS 


A  new  South  African  missionary  has  been 
called,  set  apart  and  started  missionary  labours. 
Sister  Jean  McGill  of  Boksburg,  Tvl.,  arrived  in 
the  mission  home  on  July  12-  She  has  been 
assigned  to  work  in  the  mission  office  as  a 
companion  to  Sister  Kriste  Miller. 

Two  new  missionaries  arrived  July  26  aboard 
the  Edinburgh  Castle.  Elder  Douglas  Henderson 
comes  from  Vancouver,  Eritish  Columbia,  and 
has  been  sent  to  work  in  the  East  Rand  district. 
Elder  Thomas  Goetz  is  from  Glenwood.  Alberta, 
and  has  been  assigned  to  work  in  Port  Elizabeth. 

APPOINTMENTS 


ELDER  K.   G.  FURGASON 


Elder  Douglas  Hartley,  from  Stirling.  Alberta, 
was  appointed  supervising  elder  of  the  Pretoria 
district  on  July  22.   1957. 

Elder  K.  G.  Wood  of  Cardston,  Alberta,  was 
appointed  branch  president  of  the  Welkom 
Branch  on  Julv  29,  1957. 


TRANSFERS 


July    22 

Elder  Douglas  Hartley 
Elder  Paul  Vance 
Elder  Donald  Harper  - 

July  29 

Elder  Leo  D.  Anderson 
Elder  Grant  Fisher 
Elder  Rex  Anderson 
Elder  K.  G.  Wood 
Elder  S.  R.  Jones 
Elder  J.  R.  Hicken 
Elder  M.  D-  Caldwell 

July  31 

Elder  Larry  Nelson 
Elder  Rex  Anderson 
Elder  K.  V.  Blackmore 
Elder  K.  L.  Orr 


To 


Pretoria 
West  Rand 
East  London 

Boksburg 

Durban 

Johannesburg 

Welkom 

Port  Elizabeth 

Cape  Town 

West  Rand 

Krugersdorp 
Pretoria 
Germiston 
Cape  Town 


From 


Cape  Town 
East  London 
Cape  Town 

Port  Elizabeth 

Benoni 

Boksburg 

Port   Elizabeth 

Johannesburg 

Durban 

Welkon 

Pretoria 
Johannesburg 
Krugersdorp 
Germiston 
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THE  WRITINGS  OF  PARLEY   PARKER 
PRATT 

compiled  by  Parker  Pratt  Robison 

386  pages.     Price  £1.      1.     6. 

jyTISSIONARY  work  and  Parley  P.  Pratt 
are  closely  associated  in  the  minds  of 
Latter-day  Saints. 

Elder  Pratt  was  one  of  many  who  read  the 
Book  of  Mormon  and  found  in  it  the  divinity 
that  hearts  had  long  searched  for.  He  accepted 
the  work  and  began  a  life  of  stalwart  mission- 
ary service.  He  was  one  of  the  first-called 
Apostles  in  this  last  dispensation.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  missionaries  called  to  work  in  Eng- 
land, and  their  acted  as  editor  of  the  Millenial 
Star. 

Elder  Pratt  travelled  to  the  islands  of  the 
Pacific,  and  was  an  early  missionary  to  South 
America. 

He  was  doing  missionary  work  in  the  Eastern 
United  States  in  May,  1857,  when  he  fell,  a 
noble  martyr  for  the  cause  of  truth. 

But  the  spirit  of  Elder  Pratt  has  lived  on  in 
his  spirited  and  brilliant  writings.  Many  have 
found  inspiration  and  gained  faith  from  his 
well-known  books  Voice  of  Warning,  and  Key 
to  Theology.  In  his  volume.  Writings  of  Parley 
Parker  Pratt,  many  of  his  other  writings  are 
arranged  for  pleasant  and  interesting  reading. 
Amongst  them  a  letter  to  Queen  Victoria,  an 
imaginary  dialogue  between  Joseph  Smith  and 


the  devil,  an  open  letter  to  members  of  the 
Methodist  faith,  the  beautiful  epic  poem,  The 
Millennium,  and  many  other  essays  and  poems 
that  provide  outstanding  reading. 


THE  MORMON  MIRACLE 

by  Grace  Johnson. 


30  pages.     Price  3/6d. 

QINCE    it's   first    presentation,   requests    for 
copies  of  this  unique  work  have  continued 
with  unremitting  persistence. 

Heard  first  on  a  lecture  tour  of  eastern 
United  States,  it  was  later  presented  at  the  Salt 
Lake  Tabernacle  and  sponsored  by  the 
General  Board  of  the  Mutual  Improvement 
Association  for  a  tour  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  stakes  of  Utah. 
Idaho,  the  West  Coast  and  Nevada. 

An  achievement  in  organization,  The  Mor- 
mon Miracle  presents  in  brief  and  sweeping 
panorama,  a  picture  of  the  restored  Gospel — 
both  historical  and  theological.  It  does  not 
argue  or  try  to  persuade.  It  tells  the  story  and 
lets  events  speak  for  themselves. 

This  small  volume,  beautifully  bound  in 
blue  suede,  with  gold  lettering,  would  make  a 
handsome  and  charming  gift  to  anyone  that 
you  wanted  specially  to  remember. 


THE    MISSION  BOOKSTORE 

MAKES 

A  SPECIAL  OFFER 

A  beautifully  leather-bound  volume  of  Cumorah's  Southern  Messenger,  1951  to  1954, 
will  be  sent,  free  of  charge,  to  anyone  su  bmitting  four  subscriptions  for  Cumorah's 
Southern  Messenger  to  this  office. 

HURRY  —  THE  SUPPLY  IS  LIMITED 
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High  in  the  Bavarian  Alps  is  a 
quiet  valley  of  beauty  far  beyond 
description  by  simple  words.  It  is 
quiet  here,  for  men  have  not  the 
strength,  the  ingenuity  ...  or  the 
heart  to  disturb  it.  Vivid  ever- 
greens, pointing  solemnly  towards 
the  heavens,  line  between  the 
jagged  rocks.  And  mountains 
stand,  outlined  by  spots  of  gleam- 
ing snow.  The  streams  are  clear, 
and  dart  along  the  quickest  paths 
in  foaming  splendour.  The  air  is 
clear,  the  colours  bright,  and  all 
is  peaceful. 

The  name  of  this  valley  is 
Berchtesgaden. 

Short  years  ago.  a  man  came  to 
this  valley  to  find  its  peace.  I  don't 
know  why,  for  he  was  not  a  peace- 
ful man  .  .  .  His  name  was  Hitler. 
He  had  told  the  world,  "If  a  people 
is  to  become  free  it  needs  pride 
and  will  power,  defiance,  hate,  hate 
and  once  again  hate."  He  shook 
the  world  with  awful  war  to  "free" 
the  people  with  hate. 

But  he  didn't  find  the  peace  in 
Berchtesgaden.  So  he  took  his 
own  life  .  .  .  perhaps  to  seek  peace 
elsewhere. 

In  recent  months  some  other 
people  went  to  Berchtesgaden  to 
find  its  peace.  They  were  members 
of  the  Church  of  Jesus  of  Latter- 
day  Saints,  stationed  with  the 
American  army  in  Germany.  They 
met  and  told  the  world  of  the 
divinity  of  the  man  who  had 
taught  them  "to  love  their  neigh- 
bours as  themselves.  They  met  to 
hear  and  share  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  They  found  the  peace  at 
Berchtesgaden,  but  more  important 
they  shared  "the  peace  that  passeth 
understanding." 


THE 


OF 

A 

VALLEY 
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